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to re-enter if they left their Province. Thanks, however, to the
stubborn opposition from the Unionist Members and the fear of
passive resistance, some slight modifications have been intro-
duced into the measure. We wish that the Unionist Members
had retained their firmness to the last. But Mr. Fischer success-
fully put them off the scent by telling them that the Imperial
Government had already approved of the Bill. But the correspon-
dence makes it clear that, in spite of the amendments, the Bill
offers no settlement of the Indian question, that it leaves many-
big gaps and that, if they are not filled up, passive resistance is
sure to revive. Mr. Fischer must consider us to be a perfectly
stupid community, if he thinks that, with vested rights taken
away, we are going to accept his measure. The threat to with-
draw the marriage amendment, if we do not accept his measure,
is unworthy of a responsible Minister. Either the amendment is
intended to remedy a fault or it is useless. If it is so intended, the
attitude of the community cannot affect the necessity of the
amendment. But it is perfectly true that the amendment is quite
useless and it would be more honest to tell us that our mar-
riages are not to be recognized than to mislead us, by an ineffective
amendment, into believing that our wishes are being respected.
This marriage difficulty, however, is only one of the many defects
in the Bill. And, unless the Senate is prepared to adopt heroic
measures, the Bill, which is supposed to have been designed to
satisfy passive resisters, will simply compel them to revive the
struggle, cost what it may.

Indian Opinion, 7-6-1913

76. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT HEALTH [-XXIII]

5.   CONSTIPATION, SPRUE, DYSENTERY, PILES

It will certainly appear strange to most readers that four
diseases are considered together in this chapter. But they are,
in fact, closely related to one another and our cures for them,
which require no medicines, are-common to all. When the intestines
are heavily loaded, some people, because of their peculiar constitu-
tion, become constipated. That is, they do not pass stools
regularly and in proper quantity and have to strain. If this goes
on for a long time, they begin to pass blood. This results some-
times in the rectum becoming flaccid and sometimes in piles. Still
others suddenly develop diarrhoea. If the motions are numerous,